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Who Owns Your Work:s

Comment on this issue
It's been ten years since CSU Libraries launched its Web site, and since then

the Internet has revolutionized the way we bring you information. Today the
Library provides you with access to more than 24,000 electronic journals and
more than 198 databases, regardless of whether youd€™re at home, at the
office, or out in the field. The Library Web site has no doubt transformed the
way that CSU faculty and staff conduct their writing and research. The Internet
has had a similar effect on the classroom, with students now able to do
research from computer labs inside the Library, across campus, in their dorm
rooms, and beyond. Thanks to the Library's Electronic Reserve system, we're
also making it easier for you to share materials online with your students
without the costly expense of paper copies.

As a society, we are in the midst of an information revolution. For the first time in history, Internet
technology enables the dissemination of knowledge and the exchange of ideas both globally and instantly.
The Internet is also transforming notions of authorship. As blogging, e-mail listservs, and other forms of
online publishing are embraced across academia, the ways in which we publish and share our work are
being radically transformed. In the midst of this burgeoning technology, lawmakers are faced with
important questions on the ways in which to govern--or, some would argue, to protect--information in
the digital environment. This issue of Library Connection explores copyright in the digital age. Who owns
creative work and who has the right to share it? For educators, the Know Your Copy Rights will serve as
a quick guide to help you navigate some important questions when sharing digital content in the
classroom. We're happy to assist you in the Library and the General Counsel's Office can also answer
specific legal questions pertaining to copyright information. The article we present here in Library
Connection is addressed to you as authors. It is meant to help you explore the options of ownership of
your own creative work--the rights you have, the rights you sign away, and the rights you may want to
keep.

Posted by Judea Franck at 05:31 PM | Permalink

15

In an academic setting, publishing is essential. It
enables us to communicate our research and
teaching to others, to further the exploration of ideas
and theories, to share discoveries and make
important advances that directly impact our
communities and quality of life. Ideally, publishing
gives us a voice in the vast discourse of our fields.
Most practically, it provides us with professional
standing and enables us to pursue important
advancements such as tenure. Most view publishing
as the end result of months or sometimes years of
toil--the products of our research and teaching. Once
our work has been accepted, especially if it is to be
published by a top tier journal, we often sign
whatever paper the publisher puts in front of us. It is so important that our work has made the journey
from our own desktop and into the wider world to be read, discussed, and hopefully cited that most of
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