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UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA LIBRARIES
Open Educational Resources
http://guides.library.ualberta.ca/open-educational-resources

http://guides.library.ualberta.ca/open-educational-resources
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES LIBRARY
Affordable Course Materials Initiative
http://guides.library.ucla.edu/c.php?g=180579&p=1185696

http://guides.library.ucla.edu/c.php?g=180579&p=1185696
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES LIBRARY
Affordable Course Materials Initiative
http://guides.library.ucla.edu/c.php?g=180579&p=1185696

http://guides.library.ucla.edu/c.php?g=180579&p=1185696
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DUKE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
Open Educational Resources to support your course
https://cit.duke.edu/blog/2010/10/oer-for-courses

We’ve blogged a couple of times recently about open educational resources (OER) and open

course materials, with the intent of spurring interest on the part of Duke faculty in exploring the

use of these types of materials in their courses, to supplement or replace textbooks. Now, during

Open Access Week, seems a good time to remind faculty about the purpose and promise of OER,

and encourage faculty to talk with CIT if they need help getting started.

OER are teaching and learning materials made freely available online, and can consist of

textbooks, course readings, simulations, games, syllabi, quizzes, and basically any other material

that can be used for education. Educause recently published one of their popular and practical

“7 Things” guides about OER, outlining the growing importance of OER and open courses in

higher education:

Educational resources developed in an open environment can be vetted and improved

by a broad community of educators, resulting in materials that represent what the

educational community sees as most valuable. By providing educators with new access

to educational material, open resources have the potential to spur pedagogical

innovation, introducing new alternatives for effective teaching. Moreover, learning

resources that can be modified and reused promote collaboration and

participation—two key elements of a Web 2.0 approach to teaching and learning.

The resources required to develop high-quality learning materials and activities for a

full complement of courses can be prohibitive for many institutions and instructors. By

distributing the costs over a larger number of users, OER brings a greater range of

tools within reach of more users. OER can also lower the costs for students to obtain

educational content. OER…take[s] advantage of— and prompt[s]—developments in

educational technology that facilitate new media, new formats, and new means of

distribution.

Giving faculty the ability to pick and choose the individual resources they want to

use—and to modify those resources and “assemble” them in unique ways—promises

greater diversity of learning environments.

What could OER mean for you? Some possibilities…..

If you are dissatisfied with the textbooks available for your course, instead you could find

materials relevant to your course learning objectives by searching any of the numerous

repositories of OER that exist on the web (the Open Educational Resources Center for

California links to several of these). You end up with materials customized for your course at

no cost, and your students don’t pay for a textbook(s) you don’t feel is valuable.

You may want to move some of the content coverage in your course outside of class time, in

order to use class time more effectively for active and engaging learning activities to help

your students synthesize and think critically about the materials. You could record lectures

and post them online for students to view before class, but if instead you can locate

high-quality OER on your course topics, you save yourself time and can devote that time to

other tasks.

If some of your students need some review of prior concepts in order to be successful in your
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DUKE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
Open Educational Resources to support your course
https://cit.duke.edu/blog/2010/10/oer-for-courses

course, OER materials and assessments may allow you to provide learning materials for

them without a lot of development time for you.

If you are interested in learning more about OER or strategizing about how to incorporate them

into your course, contact CIT.

Amy Kenyon
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for the improvement of teaching and learning, provides programs and

resources designed to increase understanding of the teaching-

learning process and manages personnel and other resources for the
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program design, curriculum mapping, assessment, engaging teaching

strategies for student learning, and e-textbooks, e-readers and open

learning materials.
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UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AMHERST LIBRARIES
Open Educational Resources
http://www.library.umass.edu/services/teaching-and-learning/oer

http://www.library.umass.edu/services/teaching-and-learning/oer
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UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AMHERST LIBRARIES
OER for Educators
http://www.library.umass.edu/services/teaching-and-learning/oer/oer-for-educators

http://www.library.umass.edu/services/teaching-and-learning/oer/oer-for-educators


63SPEC Kit 351: Affordable Course Content and Open Educational Resources

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA LIBRARIES
Elearning at the University Libraries
http://lib.umn.edu/elearning

http://lib.umn.edu/elearning
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA LIBRARIES
Elearning at the University Libraries
http://lib.umn.edu/elearning

http://lib.umn.edu/elearning
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI LIBRARIES
OER: Open Educational Resources: Resources on Campus
http://libraryguides.missouri.edu/c.php?g=420086&p=2865293

http://libraryguides.missouri.edu/c.php?g=420086&p=2865293
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
Alt-Textbook Project
https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/alttextbook 

Alt-Textbook Project
In the Fall 2014 term, the NCSU Libraries awarded a first

round of grants to faculty to adopt, adapt, or create free or

low-cost alternatives to expensive textbooks. The first round

is in progress and is expected to save NC State students

more than $200,000 in the first year. 

How to Apply

Complete the Call for Proposals form with information about

your course and a brief narrative describing your proposed

alternative to a commercial textbook.  All current faculty

members of NC State University teaching courses in Spring

or Fall 2016 are eligible to apply. To learn more contact Will

Cross, Director of the NCSU Libraries Copyright & Digital Scholarship Center.

Information Sessions

Information sessions will be held in partnership with the Office of Faculty Development on Monday,

October 5th from 10:15-11:30am and in the Libraries at the following times:

Thursday 9/17/15 - Hunt Library

Conference Room 5703

1-2pm

Wednesday 10/7/15 - DH Hill Library

Assembly Room

1-2pm

Open Textbooks and NCSU Libraries

The NCSU Libraries is committed to fostering change in the current textbook publishing environment. The

Libraries’ Copyright and Digital Scholarship Center is available to partner with faculty members on licensing

resources, using digital repositories, and creating and publishing their own open educational resources.

The Alt-Textbook Project will empower faculty to innovate pedagogically, enhance access for NC State

students to high-quality, tailored educational materials, and reduce the financial burden of expensive

https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/alttextbook
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
Alt-Textbook Project
https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/alttextbook 

textbooks.

The Problem with Textbooks

∠ Runaway textbook costs on college campuses have become a major impediment to student success.

∠ Textbook costs have outpaced inflation by 300% over the last 30 years.

∠ Students spend an average of $1,200 per year on textbooks.

∠ 7 out of 10 students have forgone purchasing college textbooks because of cost, according to a recent

PIRG survey on 13 college campuses.

Open Educational Resources: A Solution

Many alternatives to the current textbook publishing landscape have emerged in the last decade, allowing

faculty to easily find and use current, high-quality free online Open Educational Resources for their courses.

Projects such as Open Textbook Library and OpenStax College provide access to free, peer-reviewed

textbooks covering a wide variety of subjects, while other initiatives such as OpenStax CNX and Merlot II

provide repositories of peer-reviewed open educational materials that can be remixed and customized by

faculty who wish to build their own textbook or course materials.

Projects at NCSU

The 2014-15 Alt-Textbook OERs are out and being used in courses this semester!  

Projects from the first round span nine schools and departments, represent innovative strategies for

pedagogical change such as Maria Gallardo-Williams' nationally-recognized S.M.A.R.T. lab videos and

Sabrina Robertson and Carlos Goller's BIT OER project, and have collectively saved NCSU students more

than $200,000 in 2015.

Alt-Textbook projects from the first round include:

∠ Dr. Andrew Cooper's (Mathematics) MA225: Foundations of Advanced Mathematics

∠ Dr. Michael Evans' (Curriculum, Instruction, and Counselor Education) ECI 515: Online Collaborations in

Education

∠ Maria Gallardo-Williams' (Chemistry) CH226: Organic Chemistry I Lab

∠ Juliana Kocsis' (Foreign Languages) FLE 201: Oral Communication in English for International Students

∠ Janell Moretz's (Parks, Recreation and Sport Management) PRT 238: Diversity and Inclusion in Parks,

Recreation and Sport Management

https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/alttextbook
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
Alt-Textbook Project
https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/alttextbook 

∠ Jennifer Landin's (Biology) BIO105: Biology in the Modern World

∠ Sabrina Robertson and Carlos Goller's (Biotechnology) BIT 410/510: Core Technologies in Molecular

Biology

∠ Adria E. Shipp's (Education) ECD 561: Strategies for Clinical Assessment in Counseling

∠ Alyson Wilson's (Statistics) ST/CSC 495: Introduction to Data Science

 

Contact

Will Cross, NCSU Libraries Copyright & Digital Scholarship Center

https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/alttextbook
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UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA LIBRARIES
Open Educational Resources: Discipline Specific OER
http://guides.ou.edu/OER/oer/discipline_specific_oers

http://guides.ou.edu/OER/oer/discipline_specific_oers
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UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA LIBRARIES
Open Educational Resources: Discipline Specific OER
http://guides.ou.edu/OER/oer/discipline_specific_oers

http://guides.ou.edu/OER/oer/discipline_specific_oers
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TEMPLE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
The Alternate Textbook Project at Temple Libraries
http://guides.temple.edu/alttextbook

http://guides.temple.edu/alttextbook
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VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
Open Educational Resources
http://researchguides.library.vanderbilt.edu/oer

http://researchguides.library.vanderbilt.edu/oer
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VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
Open Educational Resources
http://researchguides.library.vanderbilt.edu/oer

http://researchguides.library.vanderbilt.edu/oer
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VIRGINIA TECH LIBRARIES
Open Education
http://lib.vt.edu/oer

http://lib.vt.edu/oer
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VIRGINIA TECH LIBRARIES
Open Educational Resources: OER Overview
http://guides.lib.vt.edu/oer

http://guides.lib.vt.edu/oer
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VIRGINIA TECH LIBRARIES
Open Educational Resources: OER Overview
http://guides.lib.vt.edu/oer

http://guides.lib.vt.edu/oer

